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My stay at the Nagoya Institute of Technology- Ceramics Research
Laboratory in Tajimi

by Davor Balzar, University of Denver

My four-week stay in Nagoya in December 2010 was
a wonderful experience, both professionally and
culturally. My host, Associate Professor Takashi Ida, has
greeted me at the Nagoya airport upon my arrival. I
moved into the NIT International Guest House the same
evening, where | stayed until my departure to Denver,
Colorado. The next day we went to the Ceramics
Research Laboratory in Tajimi, where I was warmly
greeted by the Head of the Diffraction Group, Professor
Nobuo Ishizawa.

Professor Ida and I have many common research
interests. During my stay we started working on
improving current models for crystallite size
distributions. X-ray diffraction is a convenient technique
to determine the size distribution of polycrystalline
materials in the 5-100 nm range and any advances on
this topic would be helpful to the ceramics community.
We also spent about a week carrying out measurements
at the Photon Factory (2™ generation synchrotron
source) in Tsukuba. That was an excellent overall
experience. Measurements were carried out on the
samples of Indialite/Cordierite dimorph system, which
are of interest in microwave electronics as low-loss
dielectrics. Furthermore, a sample of nanocrystalline
silver was measured, which is of interest because of its
anisotropic crystallite shape. After Tsukuba, we visited
Haijima, where a major Japan company manufacturing x-
ray and other scientific instrumentation is located. We
had enjoyable drive back to Nagoya, passing close to the
majestic Mount Fuji (see picture above).

My stay in Japan was full of cultural experiences. As
December is traditionally time so say good byes to the
old year, I attended quite a few after-work parties. |
immensely enjoyed Japanese food and chatting over a
glass of beer, shochu, or sake with Japanese colleagues.

As T lived at the NIT campus, it gave me an
opportunity to see many of the beautiful Nagoya sites. |
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particularly liked Nagoya Castle, Tokugawaen, and
Atsuta Shrine. At all places I visited, I had a fortune of
being guided by an elderly Japanese volunteer who had
inside information and details that would be impossible
to get in any guide book. I thank all of them for doing
such a wonderful job and good deed for, especially
foreign, visitors. Among contemporary Nagoya sites, |
thought that Oasis 21 is a very beautifully planned
complex offering interesting content for all ages. I was
surprised to learn that the skating rink is actually not real
ice - . Another beautiful place that I enjoyed (as do so
many kids, as pictured above) is the Nagoya Aquarium.

Just a few days before my departure, I had a nice
experience at the International Guest House, where
tenants gathered for annual cleaning and socializing over
rice cake (almost everybody participated in the dough
making with a big mallet-see the picture-). The next day
I even had an opportunity to participate in the Christmas
mass in a Chinese Catholic church. It was quite an
experience to hear Silent Night in Chinese and I can
affirm that it sounded great!

I would like to say at the end that I had a wonderful
time in Nagoya and would like to kindly thank to all
people that I met and especially to my hosts Takashi Ida
and Nobuo Ishizawa. I can just hope for another visit and
an opportunity to return the hospitality if they visit
Denver. Arigatou gozaimasu!
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(O My tatami life.

By Alexandra Gallet-Doncieux, from GEMH, Limoges, France

Tatami (&) (originally meaning “folded and piled”)
mats are a traditional type of Japanese flooring.
Traditionally made of rice straw to form the core (though
nowadays sometimes the core is composed of
compressed wood chip boards or polystyrene foam),
with a covering of woven soft rush straw, tatami are
made in uniform sizes. Usually, on the long sides, they
have edging of brocade or plain cloth, although some
tatami have no edging.

During my second period in Japan, I stay in the
Japanese-style room in the guest house of the CRL. It
was my first experience with tatami life and it was an
interesting experience. I was very surprised because all
the furniture was very low in height. To eat at table, I had
to put myself on all fours then sit down on knees. I had
difficulty staying in this position for a long time --- At
night, I slept in a futon. To be more comfortably settled,
I stacked two futons. I know that “When in Rome, do as
the Romans do”, but I was very satisfied to find my

western style bed again when I returned in France!
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@ Une expérience au Japon.

Dr.Magali Bonne a I’Université de Poitiers

Quand on m’a proposé¢ de venir au Japon pour
quelques mois, j’ai tout de suite dit oui ! J’ai étudié a
I’université de Poitiers en France et j’y ai fait ma thése
pendant 3 ans au Laboratoire de Catalyse en Chimie
Organique (LACCO) sous la direction des Dr Sébastien
ROYER et Daniel DUPREZ.

Luniversité¢ de Poitiers a été fondée en 1431 par le
Pape Eugene IV, il s’agit d’une des plus anciennes
universités d’Europe. Au XVIeme siccle, ['université de
Poitiers rayonne sur la vie culturelle de la ville. A cette
époque, elle est citée comme la seconde université de
France, apres Paris; 4000 ¢étudiants la fréquentent, dont
certains deviendront céleébres : Francois Rabelais, René
Descartes, Francis Bacon, ... Aujourd’hui 1’université
compte prés de 24000 étudiants et emploie 3000
personnes. Tout comme le LACCO, il existe plusieurs
laboratoires rattachés a 1’université qui permettent a la
recherche de s’organiser autour de 6 pdles thématiques
: les sciences physiques et mathématiques, la chimie, les
géosciences, la biologie-santé, les sciences juridiques et
enfin les sciences humaines.

Cette année, Poitiers apparait a la 1°*re place dans le
palmares des villes de moins de 250 000 habitants ou il
fait bon étudier, notamment grace a son rayonnement
international. En effet, il fait bon étudier a Poitiers qui
est une ville étudiante qui offre de bonnes conditions de
logement et de transport, des sorties hebdomadaires et
des possibilités d’échanges internationaux. Mais Poitiers
est avant tout une ville d’art et d’histoire. En effet,
Poitiers a laissé son nom a 3 grandes batailles dans
I’histoire frangaise, la plus connue est la bataille de
Poitiers en 732 quand les Francs dirigés par Charles
Martele ont repoussé les troupes Maures et leurs alliés
au Nord de Poitiers. Larchitecture de la ville est aussi
tres riche, elle peut se diviser en 3 parties. Une
architecture religieuse: Poitiers est surnommée ( la ville
aux cents clochers ) et compte de nombreuses églises.
Une architecture militaire se retrouve dans des vestiges
de murailles et de tours. Et une architecture civile s’est

développée dans la construction de 1’hétel de ville, de la
préfecture, de divers hotels particuliers, de maisons a
colombages--- Poitiers est une ville pleine de richesses.

J’ai soutenu ma thése le 29 octobre 2010. Pendant
mes études, j’ai eu ’occasion de partir travailler 3 mois
dans un laboratoire a Liverpool et 4 mois dans un
laboratoire a Québec. Une expérience supplémentaire a
I’étranger ne pouvait donc qu’étre encore plus
enrichissante !

Les premiers pas au Japon sont dépaysants. Au départ
je me suis sentie perdue. Je n’aurais pas cru que la
langue aurait été un tel frein & mon intégration. L’anglais
est trés peu parlé a Tajimi, et la vie quotidienne devient
vite difficile --- que ce soit pour prendre un bus, pour
faire les courses ou commander au restaurant:--

La langue a aussi été un frein au laboratoire. Pas pour
discuter avec les autres personnes qui parlent toutes
anglais mais plutét pour les expériences ! Face a
I’ordinateur, on est comme un analphabéte, on suit
scrupuleusement ce que l’on a noté et on refait
exactement sans réfléchir les mémes gestes en essayant
de ne pas se tromper entre le 2¢™ et le 3°™ bouton en
partant de la gauche ! Car si c’est le cas, le message
d’erreur qui  apparait pour nous, sera juste
incompréhensible ! Mais on s’y fait, il faut juste faire
attention ! C’est un des inconvénients que je ressens le
plus au boulot, on dépend beaucoup des gens !

Mais tous ces problemes de langue sont vite oubliés
quand on est face a un peuple aussi accueillant. Le
respect et la politesse entre individus sont trés marqués
et tres agréables pour nous occidentaux.

A la moitié de mon séjour, je suis trés heureuse
d’avoir pu vivre cette expérience, je ne regrette qu’une
chose, ne pas avoir appris le japonais qui m’aurait
permis de communiquer plus facilement et stirement de
faire des rencontres encore plus riches. Mais une chose
est sire, parlant la langue ou pas, quand on vient ici, le
dépaysement est garanti.

Magali BONNE, Université de Poitiers.
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@ An experience in Japan (English version)

When I was asked to come to Japan for a few months,
I immediately said yes! I studied at the University of
Poitiers in France and I did my Ph D for 3 years at the
Laboratory of Catalysis in Organic Chemistry (LACCO)
under the supervision of Drs. Sébastien ROYER and
Daniel DUPREZ.

The University of Poitiers was founded in 1431 by
Pope Eugene 1V, it is one of the oldest universities in
Europe. In the sixteenth century, the University of
Poitiers shines on the cultural life of the city. At that
time, it is cited as the second university in France, after
Paris, 4000 students attended it, some of them are now
well-known: Frangois Rabelais, René Descartes, Francis
Bacon, .. Today the university has nearly 24,000
students and employs 3,000 people. As the LACCO,
there are several laboratories affiliated to the university
to allow the research to be organized around six thematic
areas: physical sciences and mathematics, chemistry,
geosciences, biology-health, juridical science and social
studies.

This year, Poitiers is in the 1st place in the ranking of
cities (less than 250,000 inhabitants) where it is great to
study, especially through its international influence.
Indeed, it is good to study in Poitiers which is an
university town that offers good housing and
transportation, weekly outings and opportunities for
international exchanges. But Poitiers is first of all, a city
of art and history. Indeed Poitiers left his name in three
major battles in French History, the most famous is the
Battle of Poitiers in 732 when the Franks under Charles
Martel repelled the Moors troops and their allies in the
north of Poitiers. The architecture of the city is also very
rich and can be divided into 3 parts. Religious
architecture: Poitiers is nicknamed the “City with 100
steeples” and has many churches. Military architecture
is found in the remains of walls and towers. And civil

Futuroscope in (Poitiers)

architecture was developed in the construction of city
hall, prefecture, various mansions, half-timbered houses
--- Poitiers is a city full of resources.

I defended my thesis on October 29", 2010. During
my studies I had the opportunity to go working for 3
months in a laboratory in Liverpool and 4 months in a
laboratory in Quebec City. Additional experience abroad
could not be even more rewarding!

The first steps in Japan are disoriented. At the
beginning I felt lost. I couldn’t believe that the language
was such a restraint to my integration. English is rarely
spoken in Tajimi city, and everyday life quickly becomes
difficult ... whether to take a bus, to go shopping or
ordering food in restaurants...

Language has also been an impediment at the
laboratory. Not to discuss with other people who all
speak English, but rather for the experiences! Faced to
the computer, it is like being an illiterate, who closely
follows what has been noted and we do exactly the same
gestures without thinking, trying to not mistaken
between the 2nd and the 3rd button from the left !
Because if it is so, the error message that appears on the
screen, is just incomprehensible! But we deal with it, we
just have to pay attention! This is one drawback that I
feel most at work, we are dependent on people

But all these language problems are quickly forgotten
when we are faced to a people so welcoming. Respect
and politeness between individuals are very strong and
very pleasant for us Westerners.

Halfway through my stay, I am very happy to have this
experience; I regret only one thing not to have learned
Japanese, which would have allowed me to
communicate more easily and certainly to make richer
meetings. But one thing is sure, speaking the language
or not, when you come here, the scenery is guaranteed.

Magali BONNE, University of Poitiers. France
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@ Let’s go to Tajimi!

By Guillaume Sauget

April 2009, I learned that is possible for me to spend
six months in Japan within the framework of an
internship in the Ceramic Research Laboratory. I didn’t
hesitate to apply and to start a fabulous trip.

Once everything been ready: I finally could take a
plane from Paris to Seoul (South-Korea) and from Seoul
to Nagoya. During the transfer in Seoul, I understood
that the next six months would be a very interested
experience.

I arrived in Nagoya Central air the first April, Ota

sensei and Sugino-san welcomed me bring me to Tajimi.

They explained me two important things to live in Japan:
how to use Trains and how to go shopping. Then, I
discovered the house where I would live during six
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months and the laboratory. Finally, I had my first a
Japanese diner with my professors and compo group
student: Nabe and Sake (Oishi).

During the first week, I discovered the laboratory,
Tajimi, Nagoya institute of technology, Japanese life and
food.

Thanks to everybody’s help, I had not problems in my
daily life.

So, I could concentrate on the theory and the first step
of my work. Being the only student to work on this
project, the beginning was relatively intense. But
2 E i) ' Al ’
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everyone was kind with me and my project was very
interesting. So, I started it with curiosity and pleasure.

But that it was very interesting when you live in a
foreign country during a long time was to travel and visit
some places.

During my stay, I had the opportunity to travel in
several place in Japan.

I went a lot in Nagoya to visit the city Osu, Sakae,

specific  places

Tsurumai and some Toyota

commemorative museum, Nagoya aquarium, Nagoya
castle and maid café (thanks you Imai-san).

Then it was the time to meet every professors and
students in the first bbq party. It was a good way to meet
people in the laboratory and taste Nihonshu, Soshu and

) (

Japanese beer. Partying with all student and professors
was very pleasant and educative.
At the beginning of my stay, I walk a lot of times in

Tajimi to see all the shops, one ceramics masturi and the
beautiful landscape with cherry tree blossom.

In July, I went in Tokyo to meet a French friend who
did his internship in Tokyo University. It was an
opportunity for me to test Shinkansen which was very
expensive but more efficient than French TGV. In
Tokyo, we visited some modern area as Akihabara,
Shibuya and Tokyo tower.

But more traditional area likes Asakusa with the older
temple in Tokyo.

Later, I went to Kyoto but there too much things to see
and I couldn’t visits all areas. I decided to visits the most
important thing more me: Kinkaku-ji temple, Nijojo
castle and the old imperial palace.

During my stay in CRL, I travelled two times with all
compo group members. The first time was for the
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seminar of Tokai young ceramists in Gero where I could
see some Japanese presentations, have fun with others
student and try onsen.

The other time was for the laboratory trip in Fukui.
We could visit Japanese wine factory, see Tojimbo,
Fukui dinosaur museum, have a nice dinner with
everybody and go in onsen once again.

After six months, it was time to leave Japan. The
young members of compo group helped me a lot. They
also organized a lot of lunch and dinner in the laboratory
and gave me a beautiful present. Finally, we went to the
airport together and I want to thank them for that.

I was very sad to leave my friends there but happy to

come back to see my family.

Thank you very much everybody!
I hope to see you soon!

Amazing Experience Studying and Living in Japan

Sia Chee Kiong From Malaysia

I’'m Sia Chee Kiong, from Malaysia. Thank you for
the opportunity for being able to share my exciting
experiences during my study in Japan. I stayed in Japan
for 3 years with my beloved wife and daughter. During
our stay in Japan, we have had a lot of wonderful

experiences ever in our lives.

Osu Canon Temple, 2008
Why Choose Japan?

This is the common question that people always ask
me. I chose Japan for my study not because it is near but
there are few factors that influenced my decision. After
staying here for three years I found that my choice was
exactly right.

Initially, the reason I chose Japan was because Japan is
famous for the quality of technology and Japanese
hardworking behaviour, discipline and good attitude.
But actually that answer is not enough to describe the
advantages of studying in Japan. In the next part, I
would like to share my sincere opinion about Japan
according to my own personal experiences.

First and foremost, Japanese is most noted for their
hardworking and dedicated behaviour towards their

work. I can really feel the dedication of my sensei
(Professor Dr Toshitaka Ota and Associate Professor Dr
Nobuyasu Adachi), when it comes to his work. He is a

Ota's Lab members (Fukui) 2010
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Delicious Japanese Lunch

very nice sensei and cares for me too. He cares about my
welfare since I am a foreigner and not used to the life in
Japan when I first landed here. For these 3 years, I was
a member of Ota’s Laboratory. All members are friendly
and helpful. Pictures show the member of Ota’s
Laboratory since 2008 - 2010. We had visited plenty of
famous spot for our Zemiryoko.

Here, I also met the Kato family, who are very
religious people. They are very helpful and really
assisted us when we needed help especially when going
for my daughter’s periodic checkups and also during my
wife’s pregnancy and delivery. I am deeply touched by
their sincerity and help towards our family.

Leafless plant covered by snow

Nice scenery at Kokeizan

One thing I notice about Japanese is that they are very
meticulous and everything must be neat and pretty.
Especially the bento which we bought in the
supermarkets, they are very nicely done and every
different dish must be separated from each other. Even
the gifts that we give to others must have a good
presentation even though it is just a box of fruits. I find
that Japanese food is very healthy and delicious and I
like most of them. In the three years that I am here, I got
to try many different dishes that many times I do not
know what the dish is made up from! But very delicious.

The building architecture in Japan is very different
from those in Malaysia. Japanese have very steep
rooftops (maybe due to 4 seasons) and most of the house
is made from wood and do not share walls (quite
surprisingly), except for terrace or apartments. Another
very outstanding feature of Japanese houses is the tatami
flooring. I love its feel as it does not feel too hot in the
summer or too cold in the winter months. I might buy
some to bring back Malaysia.

Japan is a nice and clean country. Japanese are very
environment conscious as they always produce eco-
friendly products and cars. They even have eco-points to
encourage people to buy these products. The rivers and
lakes are all very clean with clear water. Recycling is
deeply incorporated in their lives which I think is good
because our environment has become more and more
polluted, green house effects and global warming is an
issue that all has to do their part so that it does not
worsen.

Here, I get to enjoy 4 seasons for the first time. It has
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Shinkansen to Kyoto

been great and enjoyable except for the scorching heat in
summer. [ will certainly miss it when I am back in
Malaysia. In summer, I get to see hanabi (fireworks),
autumn: Japanese maple; momiji, winter: snow and
spring: cherry blossoms; sakura. 1 enjoyed all the
seasons very much. I took a ton of photo for it.

Japan has nice scenery especially the country side.
The historical buildings are well maintained and
protected. For me, the wooden traditional house with
natural surrounding is among the best place to visit.

Japan is also famous for its hot springs; onsen. The
first time I dipped in an onsen was in Gero, where we
had our zemi- ryoko recently. I was actually
embarrassed being naked in front of others but they just
seemed normal so I just pretended as if it was nothing to
be ashamed of. But dipped into Onsen are comfortable,
relaxing and full of enjoyment.

% - e 4 ik | § -
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Dragon Vs Giant at Nagoya dome

The transportation in Japan is also very good and
convenient. One can fully rely on the public transport to
travel around major cities. I travelled in a shinkansen a
few times. Although it is quite expensive, given the time
saving factor, it is actually worth the cost.

The major sport in Japan is baseball. I finally got the
chance to go to watch a match recently between
Chunichi Dragons (my favourite team) and Giant in
Nagoya Dome. My wife said it is better to watch from
the television as we can see close up better than a
faraway seat in the dome. However, I was glad that I
went as the atmosphere was really different and
exhilarating than watching from television.

Last but not least, I want to thank God for His
blessings towards my wife and me that He granted us a
son. All glory, power and praise unto Him we give.

Other than gaining knowledge in frontier material, I
also learn a lot about sincerity and humbleness. It is
really an eye opening and exciting experience for me. I
and my family are very happy stayed in the safest,
modern, convenient, clean and efficient country, Japan.

Thank you very much.

* What was written was based on my personal
experience and opinion that might differ from
other people.
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Apiluck Eiad-ua

When I was asked to write about CRL, at first I did
not know what to write. After I started remembering my
second times in Japan, old memories started to come
back ...

When I first arrived in Nagoya (but actually I would
say my second times in Japan), I was glad to see Mr.
Asae and Mr. Kawade (my tutor, CRL labmate) pick me
up in Chubu International Airport. They were the one
visited me in Tsurumai campus during my Japanese
language class and arrange some documents during my
stay in CRL until they graduated. THANK YOU is not
sufficient words my appreciation to the CRL people
(labmates staff’s and mentors), who take care during my
stay here in Japan while I am away from my home
country.

To tell you the truth, ... Getting to the Fuji Sensei’s
laboratory, Ceramics Research laboratory, Nagoya
Institute of Technology of my choice was my happiest
experience as a researcher / student because all my hard

work paid of.

I would like to continue the friendship and
outstanding research work with Japanese for the
progress of ceramics in Thailand thru Fuji Sensei’s
guidance, I hope such activity can be generated
something good for the benefit of both Japan and
Thailand people. I appreciated Fuji Sensei because I
can’t do it without his advices. (L5, £S5 HDH YB3
E5C&80ET.)

Over the 3 years in CRL, I have known Fuji Sensei
who is my patron, smart, kind and sincere person. I am
always proud to hear his name and his research work, he
is a hard working man and a famous professor I met. It
has been an honor and I consider myself very lucky to
know him ... My teacher!!!

With my best regards,
Apiluck Eiad-ua
PhD. Candidate, Nagoya Institute of Technology
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